
 
 
Recommended dust collection protocol using activated cloth: 
 
In using the activated cloth, use one side of the cloth only. This may be used on multiple 
surfaces. You don’t need huge amounts of dust and you don’t need to rub hard on 
surfaces. The lab needs what is called 4 mg of dust, which is enough to generally see 
some dust on the cloth. We prefer you wear nitrile gloves, or latex if you are not allergic 
while sampling. 
 
To keep the collection as unbiased as possible, we recommend not taking samples 
around windowsills, sides of windows, framing and edges around exterior doors, not 
taking samples from floors, not taking samples near plumbing fixtures or anywhere near 
suspected mold. 
 
Some areas that are commonly tested are top of refrigerator, top of TV sets and 
computers, top edges of picture frames, counters, shelves, walls, backside of ceiling fan 
blades, top edge of door frames, etc. 
 
Either try to get a mixture of content which includes walls, built-in shelves, top edges of 
chair rails or base trim as well as from content, OR, if it is important to differentiate, take 
separate samples from structure versus content. In some cases, you may want to do 
this to separate things that need to be waiter small particle cleaned. If content is been 
there a long time, the structure and the content may be very similar. 
 
We highly recommend that if there is a basement, that a separate basement sample be 
done from upstairs levels. If there are multiple levels upstairs, and there are budgetary 
considerations, consider doing one test as a combination of upstairs levels and one for 
the basement separately. This gives us additional information to help determine if the 
source of the contaminants is from the interior of the home only, or whether there is also 
sources above or below ground getting into the home. If so we have recommended 
ways of controlling this. 
 
We recommend getting a mixture of what we call old dust and new dust. Old dust has 
history to it and is generally found on surfaces that are not normally regularly cleaned. 
New dust is from surfaces that are normally regularly cleaned. 
 
When placing the cloth in the ziplock bag, first fold the cloth in half with the dust 
collection sides facing each other. 
 
If you would like any specific guidance or questions, you may contact us by initially 
emailing a request to L.safestart@gmail.com Indicating dates and times that may work 
for a consult call. We can also be available to talk you through the sampling while it is 
occurring. 
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Important decisions regarding costs and methods will be made based on results from 
this type of testing. it is therefore very important the design the locations methods of 
sampling to help get results as realistic and accurate as possible. 
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